Literature/ Culture Component
Format

The Literature component of the exam is based on four excerpts from literary texts, two of
which will be drawn by a student on the day of the exam. The texts are accompanied by a set of 5
questions as specified below. The students will be expected to choose one of these excerpts and
answer the questions in a written form.

The texts will each come from one of the following four periods/literary and cultural traditions:
English Medieval and Renaissance Literature; English Literature of the Enlightenment and
Romantic Literature; Victorian, Modernist and Postmodernist English Literature; American
Literature from the Nineteenth Century to the Present.

The texts could belong to any of the following genres: prose, epic, poetry, drama.

Word limit:

Prose — up to 350 words
Poetry — up to 30 lines
Drama — up to 350 words

The author will have been covered in the lectures and/or the seminars. If the excerpt comes from
a novel, the work itself will have been discussed in the respective literature seminars during the
course of study.

Five types of questions will be attached to each excerpt.
1. Questions focused on context: history, culture, genre, and/or tendency.

2. Questions focused on content: the position and the status of the excerpt within the work.
3. Questions focused on themes and ideas.

4. Questions focused on narrative techniques, imagery, rhyme, rhythm etc.

5. Questions focused on intertextual links and/or metatextual techniques.

Each of these may include subquestions designed to guide the students in their answers.

The students will be expected to write a coherent analytical response in which
they should dwell on as many of the abovementioned questions as they can.
The students will make their own choice as to whether they will structure their
answer as a complete essay or as separate answers to each of the questions
(i.e., in five mini essays). The answer to each question should not be less than
150-200 words. No conclusion is required when the responses to the five
questions are integrated in an essay.



Learning objectives and expected outcomes

Our goal in this component goal is an integrated assessment of students’
knowledge and skills acquired during the course of studies. These include the
knowledge-based abilities to:

e think critically about the thematic content and the rhetorical strategies of literary texts

e discuss a literary text’s form in relation to themes and ideas; attend to features of its style

e make meaningful links between text and context exhibiting sufficient and solid
knowledge of the period-specific aspects of the literature in question and the history of
English and American literature and culture

e add a broader intertextual and/or metatextual perspective to their analysis

e construct coherent written responses to specific questions

e confine oneself to statements that are relevant to the question at hand (no sweeping
generalizations and empty rhetoric)

e use appropriate tone and language for an academic audience; apply appropriately the
relevant stylistic terminology

e use a reasonably wide range of vocabulary and structure

¢ handle, with few or no mistakes, basic sentence elements such as complete sentences,

verb/subject agreement, verb tenses, mechanics of quotations, and parallelism

Evaluation Benchmarks:

Context 20 points
Content 10 points
Themes and ideas 20 points
Form 20 points
Intertextual links and 10 points
metatextual techniques

Accuracy, range of vocabulary and 10 points
Structure

Total: 90 points
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