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Abstract: The article discusses the tradition, now twenty-years strong, of yearly
Shakespeare performances in the Bulgarian village of Patalenitsa. What started as
an extracurricular project to support school children at risk bas evolved into a
grassroots festival with international participation. The unigue and malleable “open
theatre” approach to producing Shakespeare by the “Petrovden” Theatre School
offers young people unparalleled opportunities for growth and creativity; it fosters
collaboration across divides of class, age, educational experience, langnage, and
cultural background; it invigorates and enriches the community, connecting it to a
global creative culture. Fuelled by the altruistic efforts of an alliance of educators and
theatre professionals, Patalenitsa Shakespeare has emerged as a summer centre for
cross-cultural actor training. It provides an antidote to the rampant consumerism
and chalga mentality of Bulgarian post-commmunism.
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